
Name index to Elizabeth Hill’s
Biographical Essay on Roger Boscovich

Richard William FAREBROTHER1 and Caroline ELLIOTT2

Introduction

A volume was published by Whyte in 1961 for the anniversary of Boscovich’s birth.
This volume contains a very readable biographical essay by Elizabeth Hill. However, the
continuing value of this essay as a work of reference is unfortunately marred by the lack of
an index. In this article, we remedy this defect by providing a complete index of identified
persons and places, together with a more selective index of buildings and institutions.
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1. A brief biography of Roger Boscovitch

The name of Boscovich is well-known to historians of statistics for his development in
1757-60 of a simple geometrical method of fitting a straight line to a set of observations
on two variables using the (constrained) sum of absolute deviations as fitting criterion, see
Eisenhart (1961) or Farebrother (1993, 1999). This procedure was subsequently popularised
in an algebraic form by Laplace under the title of the method of situation.
Rogerius Josephus Boscovich (Italian: Ruggiero Giuseppe Boscovich; Croatian: Rugjer

(or Rudjer) Josip Bošković) was born in Ragusa (now Dubrovnik, Croatia), on 18 May 1711,
the sixth son of a merchant’s agent. He was educated at the (Jesuit) Collegium Ragusinum
in Ragusa and at the (Jesuit) Collegium Romanum in Rome (Italy), but long before he
had completed his training as a Jesuit priest he discovered his vocation as a teacher of
mathematics. Indeed, in 1740 he succeeded his own teacher as professor of mathematics
at the Collegium Romanum. In the years following 1743 Boscovich was employed by Pope
Benedict XIV as an adviser on a variety of mathematical problems. In particular, in 1750-
1752 Boscovich and the English Jesuit Christopher Maire were commissioned to measure
an arc of the meridian in the vicinity of Rome and to prepare a new geographical map of
the Papal States. A detailed account of this geodetic survey was published by Maire and
Boscovich in 1755 and a summary by Boscovich alone in 1757.
The Seven Years War of 1756-63 brought Boscovich’s skills as a diplomat into play. In

1758 he was sent to Vienna (Austria) and in 1760 to Paris (France) and London (England).
During his visit to London, Boscovich finalised his notes (including the one on his fitting
procedure) for the second volume of the poem in Latin hexameters by his fellow Ragusan
Benedikt Stay. He also met many leading members of the Royal Society of London and
took the opportunity of proposing a geodetic expedition to North America. Later, in 1767,
Boscovich was invited to participate in the 1769 astronomical expedition to California,
but his invitation was withdrawn when the organisers discovered that Jesuit priests were
strictly excluded from Spanish territory in the Americas.
The Jesuit Order was suppressed throughout the world in 1773. However, Boscovich

managed to secure a pension from King Louis XV of France which lasted until his death
in Milan (Italy) on 13 February 1787.
Besides developing a simple procedure for fitting a straight line to a set of observations,

Boscovich also made significant contributions to a wide range of scientific disciplines, his
principal contribution being the first modern treatise on the atomic theory of matter. For
detailed discussions of these and other aspects of his scientific work, see the relevant articles
in the anniversary volumes edited by Whyte (1961) and Bursill-Hall (1993).

2. Name Index to Hill’s biographical essay on Boscovich

Aachen 69
Aaron 55
Academia degli Oziosi 23
Academy of Pesaro 44
Académie des Sciences, Paris 32, 38, 40, 42, 43, 45, 51, 55, 57, 60, 61, 65, 66, 71, 81, 91,

93, 99
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Academy of Sciences, Berlin 71
Academy of Sciences, Bologna, Institute of 40, 44, 65
Accademia degli Arcadi 37, 51
Accademia dei Lincei 40, 66
Accademia delle Scienze, Bologna 40, 54
Ageno 63, 69, 88
Agoretico, Rodaspe 38
Ahmed III, Sultan of the Ottoman Empire 20, 22
Aix-en-Provence 55
Albani, Cardinal J F, 37-39
Alciat 81
Algarotti, Francesco 54
Althausen 72
Alvaro 25
Alexandria 84
Amadori, Cardinal 35
America 82, 85, 94, 96
Ammanati 29
Amsterdam 69
Amyand, George 73
Ancona 27, 45
Antwerp 69
Anzio 80
Aranda 52
Arcadi 59, 61, 71
Archinto, Cardinal Alberice 51
Aristotle 29
Arlon 70
Arnhem 69
Asclepi 68
Asquasciati 68
Augsburg 72
Augustus, Emperor of Rome 42, 80
Augustus III, King of Poland 35, 54, 71, 77, 79
Augustus, Stanislas, King of Poland 76, 77
Austria 20, 21, 27, 33, 34, 40, 47, 48, 49, 52, 73, 76-80, 84, 86-91, 96
Auxerre 55
Avignon 55
Aywaille 70

Baden 21
Bajamonti, Julius 99
Baldus 81
Balkans 20-21
Banduri 66
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Bardi, Cardinal 42
Barthélémy, Abbé 61
Bassano 88, 96, 97
Bastogne 70
Bayrach 72
Beccaria 45
Belgium 69
Belgrade 20, 31, 99
Belli, Abbé 55
Belloy, Archbishop 55
Benedict XIII, Pope 22, 27, 33
Benedict XIV, Pope 34-39, 41, 43, 44, 51, 54, 61, 65, 80, 91
Bentham 67
Bentley 67
Benvenuti, C. 41
Bergamo 19
Bernis, Abbé 52
Bernouilli 40, 62
Bettera, Bartholomew (maternal grandfather of RJB) 18
Bettera, Bartholomew (cousin of RJB) 27
Bettera, Pavica (mother of RJB) 18, 19, 24, 27, 89, 91
Bettera, Pietro 19
Bettera, Ruggiero (uncle of RJB) 18
Bieganski 57
Birch 65, 66
Bizzarro 99
Bliss 67
Bocche di Cattaro 20
Bohemia 48-49
Bohr, Niels 99
Bologna 26, 44, 47, 54, 96
Bologna, Institute of 40, 44, 65
Bonaccorsi, Cardinal 80
Bonfiola 90
Bonn 69
Borgondi 29, 30, 32, 33, 37
Bosco Parrasio 37
Boscovich, Anica (sister of RJB) 24, 86, 97, 99
Boscovich, Bartolomeo (RB’s brother) 25, 27, 43, 47, 51, 53-55, 57, 60, 64, 68
Boscovich, Boško (paternal grandfather of RJB) 17
Boscovich, Boško (brother of RJB) 24
Boscovich, Dominic (brother of RJB) 18
Boscovich, Ivan (brother of RJB) 25
Boscovich, Mare (sister of RJB) 24
Boscovich, Marija (sister of RJB) 24
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Boscovich, Nicholas (father of RJB) 18, 19, 24, 73
Boscovich, Pavica (mother of RJB) 18, 19, 24, 27, 89, 91
Boscovich, Pero (brother of RJB) 25
Boscovich, Father, of Ragusa 66
Boscovich, Roger Joseph throughout
Boško 18
Bosnia 17, 20
Bossi, Giuseppe 98
Boucher 58
Bougier 42
Bouguer 85
Bourbon, Don Carlos 33, 38, 79
Bovio, Pascal 81
Bradley, James 38, 45, 62, 63, 65-67
Brandenburg 49
Brazil 43
Brera 82, 84-90, 92, 93, 95, 97
Bristol 66
Britain see England
Broomfield 66-67, 69
Broomfield, Irene 67
Brugge 69
Brühl, Count 77
Brussels 69, 84
Buffon 61
Bulgaria 75, 76
Bunić Jakov 23
Burke, Edmund 64
Burro 65
Burrow 66
Byzantium 19, 20

Caccini, Grazio 97
Calais 63
California 83
Cambridge 66-67
Canada 58
Canterbury 69
Cape of Good Hope 61
Capitozzi, Simone 26
Caraffa, Cardinal 42
Caroli, Marinus 18
Carvalho 52
Cassian 28
Cassini de Thury 85
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Catherine II, Empress of Russia 76
Cavendish 66
Celsius, Anders 33 40
Centurione, General Allesandro 51
Cerutti 71
Cesaris 92
Cesena 44, 47, 54
Cetinje 20
Chalon 55
Chappe, Abbé 83
Charles XII, King of Sweden 70
Charles Emmanuel, King of Sardinia 45, 54
Chateloup 91
Chiaveris, Gaetano 34
Cholmondeley 65
Chorlu 75
Christina, Queen of Sweden 37
Cicero 26, 41
Civita Vecchia 34
Clairaut 42, 60, 61, 65, 80, 85, 92
Clement IX, Pope 38
Clement XI, Pope 22
Clement XII, Pope 33, 52
Clement XIII, Pope 51, 89
Clement XIV, Pope 89, 90
Clement Francis, Prince of Bavaria 39
Cleves 69
Coblenz 69
College of Louis le Grand, Paris 56
College of Navarre, Paris 55, 56, 61
Collegium Ragusinum, Ragusa 25-27, 99
Collegium Romanum, Rome 27-33, 36, 42-44, 47, 50, 51, 53, 54, 65, 68, 79, 90, 97
Cologne 69
Colorno 54
Condorcet 93
Constantinople 19, 20, 26, 47, 60, 66, 69, 72-74, 78, 84, 91, 96
Copernicus 32, 53
Corfu 72
Corneille 25
Correr 60, 69, 72
Corscia, Cardinal 33
Corsini, Cardinal 33
Cracow 76, 79
Crijević, Ilija 23
Croatia 17, 49
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Cronstadt 42
Cudworth 66
Czartoryski 77

D’Aiguillon, Duke 91, 92
d’Alembert 40, 56, 61, 92, 95
d’Argenson 96
d’Aubeterre, Count 49
Dalmatia 17, 20
Daneri, Antonio 97
Danićić, Ivan 23
Dashwood, Lord 65
Daut Pasha 74
Davall 65, 66
da Vinci, Leonardo 80
de Barruel 94
de Boufflers, Madame 71
de Bourgogne, Duke 57, 63
de Boynes 91
de Broglie, Duke 58
Dečani 24
de Châtelain, Hugon 45
de Choiseul, Duke (formerly de Stainville) 49, 52, 57, 58, 60, 62, 63, 69, 71, 77, 84, 91
de Choiseul, Marquise 57
de Cuers de Cogolin, Joseph 39
de Durfort 91
de Fossili 67
de la Billarderie d’Angiviller 58
de Laborde, Benjamin 91, 92
de La Caille 41, 45, 61, 62, 85, 92
de La Condamine 42, 46, 61, 62, 82-85, 92
de Lalande 31, 45, 61, 81, 82, 84-86, 91-93, 99
de la Roche 75
de la Ville, Abbé 57, 59, 62
Delft 69
Delisle, N.J. 31, 32, 42, 60-62, 66, 92
de Luynes, Cardinal 94
de Mairan 32, 40, 43, 55, 61, 62, 65, 92
de Marigay, Marquis 56
de Maurepas 94
de Mercy, Count 76, 91
de Nivernais, Duchesse 57
de Nivernois 46
Denmark 21
de Paulmy, Marquis 57, 58, 76, 77
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de Pompadour, Madame 52, 57, 58
de Pompignan 61
de Radonvilliers, Abbé 57
de Saint Mégrin, Marquis 57
de Saint Pierre, Charles 21
de Sartine 93, 94
Descartes 23, 41
de Sivrac 91
de Solignac 71
de Stainville (latterly Duke de Choiseul) 46, 47, 49, 52
de Tervenus 71
de Thury 85
de Tressan, Count 71
de Vauguyon, Duke 57
de Vergennes 73, 74, 76, 78, 91-94, 96
de Voguyon, Duchesse 63
de Volanti, Vincent 18
di Balsamo, Pinto 51
Diderot 95
Dijon 55 90
Dimitrijević, Antun (cousin of RJB) 24
Dimitrijević, Franjo (cousin of RJB) 24
Dimitrijević, Kristo 24
Dixon 46
Djurdjević, Ignat 23
Dolland 64, 72
Donaueschingen 72
Don Philip of Parma 54
Dortous de Mairan, J.J. 32, 40, 43, 55, 61, 62, 65
Douà, Cardinal 44
Douglas 64
Dover 63, 69
Dresden 54, 77
Držić, Marin 23
du Boccage, Madame 61
du Barry 91, 92
Dubrovnik 17-27, 30, 34, 39, 40, 41, 46, 47, 49, 51, 52, 55, 59, 62, 64, 67-69, 84-87, 89-92,

94, 95, 97-99
Dunthorne 67
Durazzo 88, 91
Dvorák, V. 99

Egypt 21, 42
Elizabeth, Empress of Russia 73, 74
Elphinstone 84
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England 18, 21, 22, 34, 37, 48, 49, 52, 62-64, 67-69, 73-77, 88, 94
English College, Rome 42, 90
Eraclidus Samius 38
Ercolo Rinaldo III, Duke 86
Eski Stambul 72
Euler, Leonhard 34, 40, 60, 62
Eusebius 28

Fabbrica di S. Pietro 35
Faenza 54
Fanshaw 67
Ferdinand, Archduke of Austria 85
Ferguson 66
Fermo 30, 42
Ferrara 44, 51, 91, 96
Finali 54
Firmian, Count 79, 80, 82-89, 97
Flachat 46, 55
Flanders 21
Fleury, Cardinal 47
Florence 21, 35, 51, 91, 96, 97
Fontainebleau 55, 77, 91
Forestier 46
Forl̀ı 54
France 18, 21, 22, 33, 34, 37, 48, 51-54, 56-58, 60-63, 68-70, 73, 74, 76-79, 81, 83-86, 88,

89, 91, 92, 94-97
Francis I, Emperor, of the Holy Roman Empire 47, 49
Franklin, Benjamin 66, 94
Frascati 41
Frederick Augustus of Saxony 33
Frederick the Great, King of Prussia 48, 49, 54, 74, 77
Freeman, Ernest 66
Frisia 85
Fuentes, Count 63, 69
Fulda 90

Galatz 75
Galicia 45
Galitzin, Prince of Russia 64
Gallani, Rajmundo 27
Gallie 46
Gallipoli 72
Gambaran 83
Ganganelli, Cardinal (later Pope Clement XIV) 89
Garampi, Marquis Francesco 32, 44
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Gautier, Abbé 71
Genoa 27, 54, 63, 80, 86
George I, King of England 22
George II, King of England 63
George, Michael, Primate of Poland 76
Germany 21, 51, 53, 69, 76
Gerra, Domenic 81
Getaldić, Marin 23
Ghent 69
Gherlinzoni 54
Gibraltar 21
Girardet 71
Gledjević, Rada 19
Gleichen, Baron 46
Godwin 67
Gonzaga, Cardinal Silvio Valenti 34, 43
Gorizia 51
Graz 48, 51, 90
Greece 20, 72
Greenwich 63, 67
Gregorian University 29
Gregorini, 35
Gregory XIII, Pope 27, 29
Gregory 67
Grenville 74
Greuze 58
Grimaldi, Count 69
Grmek 83, 98

Gruz 46
Gundulić 23
Gustav III, King of Sweden 96

Hagenau 72
Hague 69
Halley 38
Hanover 21
Hartley, Harold 99
Heidelberg 72
Heizenbach 72
Helvetius 71
Hennin, Pierre Michel 57, 58, 76, 77
Hercegovina 17
Héré 71
Herodotus 75



10 R.W.Farebrother and Caroline Elliott

Gautier, Abbé 71
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Herschel 95
Hochepied, Gérard, Baron of Hungary 73, 74
Hodierna 23
Holland see Netherlands
Holy Roman Empire 21
Homer 72
Houffalize 70
Hübsch, Charles 74
Huddersdorf 67
Hum 17
Hungary 45, 49, 85
Hunt 67

Ilina Glavica 19
Imola 54
Innocent XIII, Pope 22
Isaiah 55
Italy 17-19, 21, 30, 30, 34, 37, 51, 53, 60, 65, 79, 81, 84, 91, 95-97

Jacquier, François 32, 35, 42, 60, 61
Jason 81
Jassy 75
Jersey, Lord 65
Jesus Christ 23
Jesus, Society of 23, 25-29, 33, 36, 37, 39, 43, 52, 53, 56, 57, 68-70, 76, 77, 79, 83, 89, 90,
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John V, King of Portugal 38, 39, 43, 54
Johnson 64
Joseph II, Emperor of Austria 84
Juan, I 42

Kamieniec 76
Karisteran 75
Karlovac 20
Kaunitz, Count von 49, 52, 80, 84-89, 96, 97
Kayserling 76, 77
Kilin 48
Knez 22
Koločep 20
Kossovo 24
Kotor 20
Kresmuenster 40
Krstić 17
Kunić, Raymundo 79
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La Chappe, Abbé 60
Ladlan 68
Lagrange, joseph 55
Lagrange, Louis 81, 85, 87, 88, 92, 93
Laibach 47
Lambertini, Cardinal 34
Landau 72
Landi, Cardinal 38
Lanfriedi, Cardinal 35
Lante, Cardinal 82
Laplace 93
Lapland 42
Lastovo 20, 59
Latium 45
Latour 57
Lausanne 76
Lavalette 57
Legate, Cardinal 91
Legentil 60
Leibniz 50, 98
Leipzig 40
Lemaire, André Alexandre 59, 62
Lemnos 72
Lemonnier 61, 92
Le Roy 58
Lesage 88
Leseur 42
le Seur, Thomas 35
Leszcynska, Maria, Queen of France 57, 59, 63, 70
Leszczynski, Stanislas, King of Poland 33, 59, 60, 69-72
Leuthen 49
Levant 21
Leyden 69
Liechtenstein, Prince Wenceslas 79
Liège 70
Liesgang 45
Lille 63
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Lithuania 40
Ljubljana 47
Lodi 54
Lokrum 20, 22, 23, 25, 99
Lombardy 82, 83, 97
London 44, 63, 64, 65, 66, 69, 72, 99
Long 67



12 R.W.Farebrother and Caroline Elliott

La Chappe, Abbé 60
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Louis XIV, King of France 21
Louis XV, King of France 17, 22, 33, 46, 57, 59, 61, 70, 73, 78, 84, 91, 92
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Maria Leszcynska, Queen of France 57, 59, 63, 70
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Prošek 47
Prussia 21, 48, 73, 74, 77-79, 87

INDEX TO BOSCOVICH’S BIOGRAPHY 17

Ptolemy 75
Puccinelli 85, 89, 96
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Varičak, V. 85 96
Vasari 25
Vatican 33, 36, 37, 46, 52, 54, 56, 57, 79, 80, 100
Venice 20, 25, 27, 41, 46, 47, 51, 54, 69, 72, 80, 84, 87, 88, 91, 94, 96, 99
Vennini 82, 87
Vergil 26, 94
Verona 72



20 R.W.Farebrother and Caroline Elliott

Terracina 80
Thibault 71
Thomas 67
Titian 25
Tobolsk 60
Tomagnini, Luigi 97, 98
Tomičić 17
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