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The reconceptualizacion of affective control in the present decade is marked by two
essential features. One is the attempt to consolidate a satisfactory theoretical
framework for its interpretation, the other to place it within the social context in
which learning takes place (Gémez-Chacon, 2000a and 2000b).

In this communication we present a model for the study of the interactions between
cognitions and affects in the learning of Mathematics. The model will be used for
describing emotional responses, their origin as well as for surveying their evolution
in the subjects under consideration.

Certain dimensions related to affects and cognitions are specifically focused, namely,
affect itself, meta-affects and belief systems. Attention is drawn to the importance of
taking into consideration these dimensions in investigations of this nature,
particularly in the case of school-failing students and in multicultural contexts. The
study has sought to analyse if it is possible to interpret the emotional responses of the
young from a perspective of social identity and of cultural identity

Two groups of study will be presented: One is a group of students in secondary
education in Spain and the other is a group of students in secondary education in
Belgium. The study in Spain was first accomplished.

The study in Belgium has been carried out with students of Portugese origin living in
Brussells, in their 7" t0 12" levels of education, from February to June 2003. The
data collected has been attained in various forms: in clases of Portuguese language
and Portugese culture which are complementary to the ordinary curriculum; in
schools where there is a Portuguese population but there is lack of intercultural focus
(during clases in mathematics and in a weekly meeting only with those students of
Portugese origin); in schools where there is an intercultural focus in the field of
mathematics.

The investigation has been qualitative in character, combining methods proper to
etnology in case-studies.
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